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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant 's communication filed on 1/18/07 has been carefully considered by the 
examiner. The arguments advanced therein are persuasive with respect to the rejection 
of record, and those rejection are accordingly withdraw. In view of a further 
consideration, however, a new rejection is set forth below. This action is not made final. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 , 27-40, 42-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Patterson et al (Patent No: US 6,400,995). 

Regarding claim 1, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses a rodent control device 
having an apparatus (1 1) for control of a alternating current appliance and the 
apparatus (11) being entirely resident within an appliance plug (5) and two prongs (see 
figure 1) and the device (1) having a programmable controller (IC1) which being 
programmable exclusively through a plurality of the power delivery conductors (two 
prongs being connected to two terminals (12 and 13) ( Patterson et al of (Patent No: US 
4,802, 057) for showing more detail how to apply to the plug (5)) . Col.2, lines 60-67 
to col.3, lines 1-42. 

Regarding claim 27, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses the plurality numbers conductors 
(two prongs) no more than four. 
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Regarding claim 28, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses the two of conductors no 
more than four are electrically shorted together such that said plurality of power delivery 
conductors consists of not more than three electrically unique power delivery 
conductors. Col. 2, lines 60-67 to col. 3, lines 1-20. 

Regarding claims 29-30, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses the controller (IC1) for 
programming signal being applied to two of the not more than three electrically unique 
power delivery conductors and a series pulses. Col.2, lines 60-67 to col.3, lines 1-32. 

Regarding claims 31-32, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses a line and a clock line of 
microcontroller (IC1 ) being controlled by applicant of a programming signal applied to 
two of the not more than three electrically unique power delivery conductors. Col.2, lines 
60-67 to col.3, lines 1-10. 

Regarding claim 33, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses the mixture of direct and 
alternating current signals places said programmable controller (IC1) into a 
programming mode. 

Regarding claims 34-35, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses at least one of the 
signals comprises a high frequency signal or wherein said programmable controller 
being electronically configured to implement a set of control actions. Col.2, lines 60-67 
to col.3, lines 1-15. 

Regarding claim 36, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses a microcontroller. 

Regarding claims 37 and 50, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses the controller 
controls for protecting an appliance connected to a household and the controller control 
selected from the group consisting of thyristors transistor, triac and combination. 
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Regarding claim 38, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses the programmable 
controller (IC1 ) being programmed via electronic signals from a programmer. 

Regarding claim 39, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses the controller is 
programmable after said apparatus is assembled and the controller of the apparatus is 
entirely resident within said appliance plug or a plug-in module. Col.2, lines 60-67 to 
col.3, lines 1-42. 

Regarding claim 40, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses the apparatus enables an 
appliance electrically connected thereto to operate in a manner different from that originally 
intended 

Regarding claim 42, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses a rodent control device 
comprising a programmable controller (IC1) for providing an appliance plug or a plug-in 
module and disposing the programmable controller (IC 1 ) within the appliance plug(5); two 
terminals or two prongs for providing a plurality of electrical power delivery conductors; and 
the IC(1 ) for applying one or more signals to two of the power delivery conductors. Col.2, 
lines 60-67 to col.3, lines 1-42. 

Regarding claim 43, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses the IC(1 ) for applying one or 
more signals to no more than three of the power delivery conductors. 

Regarding claim 44, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses the rodent control device 
comprising programming the programmable controller (IC(1 )) with electronic signals 
communicated from a programmer to the controller through one or more of the power 
delivery conductors after the controller has been disposed in the appliance plug or plug- 
in module. See figures 1, col.4, lines 1-67 to col. 5, lines 1-67. 
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Regarding claim 45, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses a high frequency signal to two 
of the power delivery conductors to place the programmable controller into a 
programming mode. 

Regarding claim 46, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses a series of pulses applied to 
two of the power delivery conductors to control both data and clock lines during 
programming. See figure 1 , col.4, lines 26-67. 

Regarding claim 47, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses a mixture of direct current and 
alternating current signals to two of the power delivery conductors to place the 
programmable controller into a programming mode. See figures 1-2. 

Regarding claim 48, figures 1-2, Patterson disclose the programmable controller to 
implement a set of control actions. 

Regarding claim 49, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses a programmable controller 
comprises providing a microcontroller (IC(1 )). 

Regarding claim 51, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses a controlling an appliance by 
programming the programmable controller so as to enable the appliance to perform in a 
manner different from its original design. 

Regarding claim 52, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses a rodent control device 
having an apparatus (1 1 ) for control of a alternating current appliance and the rodent 
control device comprising a IC (1) for a microcontroller and electrostatic discharge 
protect diodes (Zener diodes) internal to the microcontroller (IC (1 )) and a rectified 
(diodes) for converting a AC to DC power supply to the microcontroller (IC (1 )). Col.2, 
lines 60-67 to col.3, lines 1-42. 
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Regarding claim 53, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses each of the internal 
electrostatic discharge protection diodes (zener diodes) are paralleled by transistor 
(triac) that forms an alternative conducting path around the internal electrostatic 
discharge protection diode (Zener diodes). 

Regarding claim 54, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses thee alternative conducting 
path allows firing of a transistor during a portion of an AC cycle when said internal 
electrostatic discharge protection diodes are not conducting. 

Regarding claim 55, figures 1-2, Patterson discloses a transistor that is in parallel 
with one of said internal electrostatic discharge protection diodes, wherein while applying a 
gate voltage to said MOSFET ensures that is turned on. 

Citation of relevant prior art 
4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Prior art Chapman et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,150,940) discloses a an 
antitheft electrical power cord. 

Prior art Mai et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,643,4012) discloses safety plug with 
switch means. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh Dieu A whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1817. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30 AM-2: 45 PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Owens Douglas W can be reached on (571) 272-1662 can be reached on 
(571 ) 272-1 740. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or . 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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